highly appreciative, is _ not blind to the weaknesses of either Delius the man or Dellus the musician. One 1night take issue with Professor Hutchings over his estimate of this o~ that particular work, but his judgments are well balanced and there can be no question of his thorough knowledge of his subject. · When one listens to the best of Delius' music one is inclined to share Professor Hutchings' view that, for all his obsession with Nietzschean philosophy, the composer was essentially religious and, in a sense, a mystic. For that matter it would seem to have been mystical elements in Nietzsche himself. that chiefly attracted him, thcmgh he cultivated at times a somewhat hard, domineering manner, a contempt for wealmess, and an egocentricity that conform to the familiar Nietzschean pattern. In hls :final con-· dusion our author classes Deli us as one of those "Nature Mystics" of which England has produced some of the most notable. He makes an illuminating comparison _with Wordsworth: "Deli us, like Wordsworth, had an arrogant, aristocratic nature .... " But he differed from Wordsworth "by having the temperament only, not consciously following · the mystical way." ·Space forbids further quotation and the reader can only be referred to the book itself. This biography is worthy of its subject and is not likely to be easily superseded. · · Fiorello LaGuardia was one of the · half-dozen outstanding Americans of his generation. No one who knew him will ever forget the incessant activity, the driving energy, the impulsive decision, the reckless honesty, the admitted prejudice, the boisterous humour, the rage for justice, or the depth and breadth of his human sympathies.
SHORTER NOTICES
He was a man of fine intelligence and of great political ~agacity. But he was . also impatient ~nd stubborn. As a result he made mistakes and sometimes the· mistake, as he. himself said, was "a beaut." This frankness in admitting his errors was one of his distinctive characteristics and was responsible in some measure for the affection with which he was regarded by the people of the city he loved and which he served with such zeal, enthusiasm, and success.
This book does less than justice to either the head or the heart of its author. Dictated hastily (in an attempt to fulfil a long-standing promise to a publisher) during the last few months of his obviously fatal illness, it provides a plain record of the external facts· of his personal and. public life down to the end of the First World War. It tells concisely of his birth in New York City and his early years with his band-master father in western army posts, his brief career in the U.S. consular service, his work as an inunigration officer while studying law in ·New York, his first and second elections to Congress, his experiences as a Congressman and a combat flyer (for he worked in both capacities) in the Air Force, and his return to politics ill Washington and New York.
As the most significant events in LaGuardia's varied and vigorous career came in later years, the larger and J!lore valuable p~ of the story is still to be told. Fortuna~ely M. R. Werner, the well-known American historian and biographer, was selected before LaGuardia's death to provide the full report of this dramatic life.
The Making of an Insurgent has no pretensions to literary style and it reveals only a part of the complexity and charm of the man it describes. The "Little Flower') knew all the tricks of the platform and was even better in direct human relationships; but the pen was not his tool. LaGuardia's humour, · his knowledge, his ability as an actor, his obvious, transparent, and passionate sincerity, even his irascibility, made him an exciting and persuasive figure on the hustings. He was more effective still in personal contacts. For example, in the ·work of the Canada-United. States Per-. inanent Joint Board on Defence, of which he was the American Chairman, he did a job of first importance with exceptional adroitness and success. The way in which he and the Can_ adian Chairman, the late 0. M. Biggar, worked together was as delightful as it was productive. Colonel Biggar was fully equal to the Mayor in ability and devotion to the cause they both served. In contrast to the ebullient LaGuardia, he was reserved, precise, and meticulous in word and gesture. Yet the two men, working together for five years on problems of vital iniportance and in complete harmony, drove their combined team rapidly and with no waste effort down the sometimes rather difficult highway of international co-operation.
The Making of an Insurgent provides an introduction to a fascinating story. Despite its shortcomings it is well worth reading. But for the full flavour of the politically and socially ·important story of LaGuardia's life (and his impact on the life of his generation on this continent) it will be necessary to wait for Wern. Of a number of recent books on Nietzsche thiS one seems the best qualified to initiate a new and very fruitful approach to a philosopher who has suffered -more than any other modern thinker from the distorted
